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These half-dozen pieces are wonderfully alluring, poetic explorations of sound. From the earliest work, Petals, composed in 1988 for cello, with optional live electronic modification, to the latest, Sept Papillons, written in 2000, Saariaho probes the cello's colouristic possiblities to their limit and beyond. The most substantial piece is Près (1992), a 20-minute, three-movement essay inspired by Gauguin and Saint-Jean Perse. It's a powerful, visionary, haunting work, and Descharmes plays it beguilingly, as indeed he does everything on the disc. The bass clarinettist Nicolas Baldeyrou and the flautist Jérémie Fèvre play equally affectingly, and the recording is appropriately warm.
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