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Kaija Saariaho’s music is about nothing so much as the exploration of sound itself. This excellent disc contains her complete works thus far for solo cello, with or without another solo instrument and with or without electronic treatment. There’s always a refinement, an elegance, in what Saariaho does, but it’s also characterised by an appealing immediacy – a combination that it would be hard not to attribute to the reaction of French influences (she’s lived in Paris for a long time now) upon her Finnish background. Her music beguiles with it ever-changing timbres and textures, its gestures rhetorical and poetic, its constant quest to seek out and realise the implications, physical (her music is firmly based on the hierarchies of the harmonic series) and emotional, of sound. One might suspect that using a solo cello restricts her, but in fact the very opposite is true. Saariaho delights in finding sound-worlds within sound-worlds, rather as one might home in on a graphic representation of a Mandelbrot series, finding beautiful, intricate new patterns that stretch to infinity. In the young cellist Alexis Descharmes she has found a magnificent champion of her art. [...] 
Stephen Pettit – International Record Review (Angleterre) – 01 July 2006 

 

